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Richthofen described as a plateau of nearly horizontal coal-bearing
strata, although later research has shown that dips in the strata
frequently occur, and that the coalfields are probably more restricted
than Richthofen supposed. In the east and south-east of Shaiisi
there are large deposits of anthracite, while along the foot of the
Tal-hang-shan, on its border, anthracite and bituminous coal are
both found. The mineral wealth, of Shansi may yet make it one of
the great industrial provinces, but the present output is not large.
There are modern mines under CMriese control at Ping *ting 'chou
and elsewhere along the railway which leads to Tai-yuan-fu, and
native mines of some importance at Tsechou in the south-east of
the province. Along the foot of the Tai-hang-shan in Shansi, and
in the neighbouring parts of Chihli and Kenan, there are various
mines, including those at Liuhokou and Chiaotso, the latter of which
is worked by the Peking Syndicate. As a result of political dis-
turbances the output of these has greatly declined during the last
few years,
More important are the mines owned by the Kalian Mining
Administration at Kaiping and Lwanchow, in Chihli, about eighty
miles from Tientsin. The output, consisting of bitTiminotts coal
suitable for steam and coking purposes, averaged 4,500,000 tons
in 1935-4, or over one-fifth the total output1 of China (excluding
Manchuria) in that year. In Shantung the coalfields lie along the
margins of the western half of the mountain region where tie rocks
are of later formation than farther east. A German company, the
Schantimg BergTban Gesellschaft, had             at Fangtze in the
Weihsiexx. district, and at Hmagshan in Poshan, and these Together
produced             tons in 1913. Since 1922 they have been worked
by a Sino-Japanese concern. The CMnese-owfied mines at Grongh-
sing are "both, valuable and productive, and they produce about
one third of the total output of Shantung which averages over
3,000,000 tons. For the whole region under consideration, the total
production was 15,000,000 tons in 1933-4. In addition to coal,
Shantung has deposits of iron, copper, gold, and other minerals,
iron is also found in Shensi, Shansi, and elsewhere.
The manufactures of the Hwang Ho basin are, with a few impor-
tant exceptions, confined to the supply of local necessities and are
produced by primitive methods. Owing to the cold winters which
1 In 1936 this fell to 12,000,000 tons.